R O

12 Winﬁ of

CHRISTMAS

Whether you're newly curious o

you already have a wine rack full
of Rioja, Spanish wines make for
the perfect festive tipple and can

be paired with everything from

gamey meats to luscious desserts.

ile the idea of pairing
each course with the
perfect wine might seem
too specialist for the rest
of the year, Christmas is
one of those times you need to get it right. It

may seem like a hard art to crack but there #ﬁ

is a way even the most amateur of wine
drinkers can master, and that's Spanish
wines. Perhaps your wine of choice is a
modern one, where ripeness and richness
can't be denied. Or, you prefer a more
classic made-to-age gracefully for decades
type of wine. How about a white wine
that's so fresh, you feel as though you've
been transported to the beach? Or, what if
you have a more obscure palette and enjoy
wine made from lesser-known grapes? Or,
maybe you just want a great deal, where
luxury doesn't cost a fortune. While a
palette of this variety would usually require
extensive sourcing from many regions,
Spain is the one country that has it all.
From the rolling hills of Rioja to high plains
of Ribera del Duero, down to the steep
terraces of Priorat, Spain has more acres of
vineyard than any other wine-producing
nation making it a top source for world-
class wines. A guaranteed crowd pleaser,
Spanish wines saw their share of the Irish
wine market grow to fourteen per cent,
ranking them second in wine sales.

So, to help get the festivities started,
we've compiled twelve of the best Spanish
wines to serve at your celebratory
Christmas meal.
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ARZUAGA LA PLANTA (RIBERA DEL DUERO), €18

A rich Tempranillo red with high aromatic intensity. Best

WIVZIH [MXL JVMIH 2WL VSEWXIH TSYPXV] ERH
.YW HI :MRI 6IHQSRHW 6ERIPEKL (SREZERW 'SV

other independent off-licences)

VALMINOR (RIAS BAIXAS), €19.95

This Albarifio is intense in the nose with green apple,

TIEV ERH [LMXI % S[IVW ERH E JVIWL MRXIRWM X]
&EKKSXX 7XVIIX ;MRIW 7[IIR]"W ( 1G, YKL "W LY
1SVXSR'W 7TEPXLMPP +EP[E] ;SVPH ;MHI ;MRIW ;|

GRANBAZAN LIMOUSIN (RIAS BAIXAS), €29.47
LMW MW XLI 2VWX %PFEVMyYyS XS FI EKIH MR
4STIVIYP WGIRXW SJ SEO JVYMX ERH WTMGI
XSRKYI [MXL E 2RI FMXXIV XEWXI
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FRAGA DO CORVO MENCIA (MONTERREI), €21.95

%R EXXVEGXMZI [MRI [MXL MRXIRWI JVYMXW SJ
ERH RSXIW SJ PMUYSVMGI ERH GSJJII 1MXGLIP!
i MRIW (YFPMR +EPZMRW 'SVO 8LI *EX %RKIP ;E

CANFORRALES LUCIA AIREN (LA MANCHA),

€11.50

4EPI ]JIPPS[ [MXL EVSQEW SJ KVIIR ETTPI ERH GM
light white is the perfect after dinner tipple. (A Taste of

7TTEMR 2YHI[MRI 'SQTER] MRIW (YFPMR OMPM
(YFPMR

DE ALBERTO ECOLOGICO (RUEDA), €14

JIVHINS 3VKERMG % ZEVMIX] SJ MRXIRWI EV.
HMWXMRGX RSXIW SJ ERMWIIH LIVFW ERH [LMXI
WIVZIH [MXL TSYPXV] %2 WL ERH WIEJSSH 3 &VM

DIEZ SIGLOS SAUVIGNON (RUEDA), €11- €14

8LMW MW E LMKLP] MRXIRWI WXVYGXYVIH ERH V
-HIEPP] WIVZIH [MXL JVIWL QYWWIPW GPEQW ER
KSIW [IPP [MXL EPP X]TIW SJ 2WL 'YVMSYW ;MR

LOSADA (BIERZO), €19.95

8SEWX HEVO GLSGSPEX| ERH PMUYSVMGI| % EZSY
GLIVV] ERH TPYQ JVYMX MR XLMW NTVIWWMZI VI
QSYRXEMR LIVF ERH QMRIVEP RSXIW MR EHHM)
VIQEVOEFPI GSR% EXMSR SJ JVYMX % S[IVW ERF

MARTIN CODAX LIAS (RIAS BAIXAS)

S8LMW IN\GPYWMZI %PFEVMyS MW MRXIRWI MR XLI R
VMTI TIEV ETTPI ERH [LMXI TIEGL 9TJVSRX MR XL
JVIWL JVYMX PEGXMG ERH [EVQ FVMSGLI 7SPH I
FYX 1IEVXMR 'SHE\ %PFEVMRS MW °© MR 7YTIV:EP"

HONORO VERAVERDEJO (RUEDA),€12

SLMW JSYRK [LMXI [MRI IN\YHIW MRXIRWI w
% S[IVW ERH JVIWL JVYMX [MXL XVSTMGEP X 1W
WLVMQT % WL VMGI ERH TEWXE 7YTIVZEPY ;M
7YTIVQEVOIXW +EP[E] (SPPE{ﬁH 'S (&PMR

PAGO DE LOS CAPELLANES CRIANZA

(RIBERA DEL DUERO), € 39.95

BIQTVERMPPS [MXL MRXIRWI EV%E 4SJ VIH ERH
[MXL WTMG] RYERGIW JVSQ *VIRGL O -RpXLI Q
JVIWL FEPERGIH ERH WMPO] [MXL E PSRK % WL

RIOJAVEGA RESERVA (RIOJA), €21.99
2S 7TERMWL [MRI PMWX [SYPH FI GSQTPIXI [MXLSYX
8LI RSWI NTIVMIRGIW ER EVVE] SJ EVSQEW VERKMRK
JVYMX XSEWXIH XSJJIl ERH ZERMPPE [LMPWX FIMRK
ERH FEPERGIH SR XLI TEPEXI 1EVXMRW *EMVZMI[
IMHHPIXSR 'SVO %VHOIIR
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